
 

Northfield and Willowbrae 

Community Council 

 

 
Minutes – Ordinary Meeting 

9TH September 2025 
Northfield Community Centre 

7pm 
 

Item Action By Whom 
& By When 

1. The chair welcomed everyone and outlined the format of the meeting. 

Present:  Ruth Pearson (chair), Margaret Bennett, Chris Alcorn, Lauren Kennelly, 
Rebeca Diaz-Vazquez, Sunila Nimalasuriya, Dave Armstrong, Gordon Macdonald, 
James Keating 

Apologies received from: George Callaghan, WPC Anna Morrison, Cllr Danny 
Aston, Cllr Joan Griffiths, Cllr Alex Staniforth. 

 

2. The minutes of the previous meeting (08/07/2025) were approved (proposed by 
MB, seconded by GM).   

Matters Arising: 

• Hamilton Terrace update - CA reported that the road sign has still not 
been put in place. 

• Piershill Flat update - MB reported no further news from the Council about 
intention to relet as housing.  There were two sessions of collecting 
signatures in the squares on August 2nd & 3rd. Cllr Aston has submitted the 
petition to the Housing Committee.  Item may be on agenda of 
committee on September 23rd. 

• Calvary Park update - MB reported that NWCC had submitted a detailed 
report on operation of recent International Football Tournament organised 
by Sports Pathway in Cavalry Park over three days in August. This included 
comments from residents in the vicinity. Though very successful, the event 
had a huge impact on the area.  Setting and clearing up took several 
days, highlighting the problems of access to the site.  None of the 
improvements suggested by NWCC were put in place before the event.  
We are still awaiting a date for a follow up meeting on the wider issues at 
the Playing Fields. 

• Willowbrae Church Sale update - Public meeting was held on Monday 
September 1st to explain situation and assess public support for a 
community buyout.  Invited speakers were Harry Whitmore of the 
Development Trust, Ian Cooke of Action Porty, and Lawrence Marshall of 
Inspire East End.  Following questions and discussion, support for a 
community buyout attempt was almost unanimous, and six people 
volunteered to form a Steering Group. 

 

  



 • Local Place Plan update - CA reported that the first draft of the LPP would 
be available to view at the Environment Fair with the opportunity to 
comment and add additional suggestions.  It is hoped that the final version 
will be ready to submit in the spring of 2026. 

• Environment Fair update - RP reported that there are now 34 stalls/activity 
groups signed up to participate and posters and banners have been 
distributed in the local area and on social media.  All NWCC members to 
familiarise themselves with the risk assessment before the fair, and a rota to 
be established to man NWCC stalls and outdoor spaces. 

• Morrisons Car Park update - in GC’s absence, CA reported that little 
progress had been made re the noise issue.  Car Wash is run independently 
of Morrison’s.  GC to report at next meeting if issue has improved 

• Community Centre management update - MB - Council review of CCs to 
be redone for September meeting of Culture and Communities Committee.  
Existing management committee is looking at redoing its constitution, 
opening out membership criteria and trying another recruitment campaign. 

• Resilience Planning Workshop - bid to run a Resilience Planning Workshop to 
review Local Place Plan projects and priorities in light of climate change 
and help facilitate conversations re-building resilient communities was 
successful.  Full amount of £1,782 awarded through ECCAN’s Greenlight 
fund.  A three-hour workshop will be delivered by Ellie Burrough’s team at 
‘Imagine If. Space CIC‘ at the end of October. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GC 

3. Police Report – WPC Morrison sent an update on policing in the local area. Issues of 
ASB, mainly vandalism and disorder around Northfield Broadway and Baronscourt 
Park, continue.  Some images of youths obtained with some identified and incidents 
discussed with the schools and parents.   A Police youth initiative started last week 
and runs for the next 6 weeks, reaching out to young people who are involved in 
ASB and minor criminality and diverting them from these activities.  There have also 
been various Police initiatives carried out in Northfield to target drug related 
incidents.  Extensive work is being done with Lothian buses to address incidents 
involving damage to their vehicles. 

 

4. Treasurer’s Update on Financial Position – CA provided the following update: 
• Cash available as of September 8th - £2,999.56.  
• Outgoings since last meeting - £318.03, pending £254.52. £10,158.00 due to 

CC in various grants which were itemised, including for the Environment Fair 
and ECCAN workshop.  

• 2024/25 Financial report being prepared for submission to CEC Governance.  
• Funds still available (£1,000.06) for proposed notice board at Lilyhill Terrace 

entrance to Holyrood Park.  
• Application for tree planting project (23 trees) in Northfield Broadway and 

Mountcastle Drive North submitted at end of July. Project would be 
delivered for N&WCC by Edinburgh & Lothians Greenspace Trust - 
£10,459.14.  

 

5. Planning Update - CA advised that 26 planning applications were granted in the 
period mid-July to mid-September - 19 were for Piershill Square East & West window 
replacements.   N&WCC objected to 2 STLs at 11 Willowbrae Road and 13 Lilyhill 
Terrace, in line with CEC policy.  Decisions pending. 

 

6. Subgroup reports – RDV reported social media subgroup making slow progress due 
to heavy work commitments.  Advised that a continual presence will be needed to 
build a good following.  Documents group advised a system has been put in place 
and members should now be able to log in.  RP advised she would establish 
whether authentication protocols were required after first log-in as this could be 
problematic. 

Social media 
group to meet 
and discuss. 
RP to check 
document 
storage 

  



7. Marionville Fire Station - two public meetings re the proposed closure were held on 
Tuesday September 2nd at Craigentinny Community Centre, organised by SFRS. 
Overwhelming view of both meetings was against closure.  There was general 
rejection of the assertion that this would have only minor impact on response times 
and criticism of the lack of transparency around the costings and data used to 
inform the risk assessment. It was agreed that CA would draft a letter of objection 
on behalf of NWCC to be submitted by 16/9/25. 

 
 
 
 
CA to draft letter 

8 Traffic concerns re: student flats at Meadowbank - the secretary received an email 
from a local resident asking if there were plans to address current level of traffic 
using the Lismore/Parsons Green/Holyrood areas as a shortcut during rush hour, 
causing danger to pedestrians and cyclists.  Concerned that this will increase 
greatly during proposed works at Meadowbank.  CA reminded the group of the 
2025/26 Local Transport Improvement Projects CCs had been asked to comment 
on, where we made 18 comments including the through-traffic issue.  Only two 
comments were taken to committee.  CA agreed to draft a letter to Alan Dunlop, 
CEC Roads Service and copy in four ward councillors to help elicit a response 
following three previous attempts to arrange a site meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CA to draft letter 

9 Public Forum & any other business - a member of the public suggested that the 
letter of objection re the Closure of the fire station would be more effective if it 
came from several CCs.  It was agreed to ask EACC if they would endorse it and 
send it to CMCC as well. 

 
 
 
CA/LK 

10 Date of next meeting - Tuesday 11th November at 7pm at Northfield Community 
Centre.  Any items for discussion should be submitted no later than Monday 27th 
October for inclusion on the agenda. 

 

 
 

The Community Council meeting is open to the public, but it is not a public meeting.  Members of the public 
are invited to raise local issues with the community council for discussion.  If you wish to raise an issue, please 
email the Secretary at secretary@northfieldandwillowbrae.org.uk at least fourteen days prior to the next 
meeting date so it can be added to the agenda if appropriate.  We welcome all members of the local 
community to attend these meetings as observers, with the opportunity to comment on items that have been 
raised under the Public Forum towards the end of the meeting. 

 

To keep up-to-date with the work of the N&WCC, look up our website 
(https://www.northfieldandwillowbrae.org.uk).   You can scan the QR code.  

Copies of all previous minutes along with other aspects of the work of the 
community council can be found here. 

 
You can also like us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/nandwcc/). 
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