
 

 

 

Northfield and Willowbrae 

Community Council 
 

Minutes – Ordinary Meeting 
11th November 2025 

Northfield Community Centre, 7pm 
 

Agenda Items Action and by 
whom 

1.  The chair welcomed everyone and outlined the format of the meeting. 

Present:  Ruth Pearson (chair), Margaret Bennett, Chris Alcorn, Rebeca Diaz-
Vazquez, Dave Armstrong, George Callaghan, Gordon Macdonald, James 
Keating, Cllr Danny Aston, Cllr Joan Griffiths, Cllr Alex Staniforth, PC Gareth 
Deering. 

Apologies received from: Lauren Kennelly, Sunila Nimalasuriya, WPC Anna 
Morrison. 

 

2.  Minutes of last meeting (09/09/2025) & matters arising: 
• Hamilton Terrace update - Cllr Kate Campbell asked question at full 

council. Measures now in budget, signs now fixed. Yellow lines, bollards 
and resurfacing to come. 

• Cavalry Park update - update - MB reported on very unsatisfactory 
meeting on October. Scoping Paper requested by the Director of Place 
from Officers in June was not presented and costings requested by 
NWCC were not available. Cllr JG has expressed dissatisfaction to Gavin 
Barwell and will continue to pressurise.  MB requested permission to write 
a formal letter of Complaint to CEC CEO.  This was agreed. 

• Piershill Flat update - The attempt to have the petition heard by the 
Housing Committee in September was rejected when the Council 
suggested an alternative route through a Community Asset Transfer.  No-
one has informed NWCC officially of this decision and this is not 
considered to be a viable option . Cllr Aston and EO will be writing to 
Officers to ask for reconsideration. 

• Willowbrae Church Sale update - Steering Group of committed 
volunteers is working hard to establish itself formally to be able to register 
their interest in a Community Buyout.  

• Environment Fair update – a wonderful community event with 300+ 
attendees and very positive feedback.  Any comments for improvement 
welcome.  NWCC books, toys and bric-a-brac stalls raised £155. 

• Morrisons Car Park update - work to start on Monday November 17th to 
adapt car wash in line with planning conditions. 

• Community Centre management update - MB reported that a meeting 
with Council Officer and retiring Management Committee had been 
delayed due to illness.  MB trying to gauge interest in multicultural 
women’s group at community centre, following a request from some 
residents of Piershill.  Hoping to run a trial Conversation Café in January. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
MB to write to Paul 
Lawrence CEO of 
council 
 
 
 
Cllr DA & MB  
 
 
 
 
 
 
CA & GC to monitor 

  



 

 

Agenda Items Action and by 
whom 

 • Marionville Fire Station - SFRS Board meeting scheduled for December 
18th now postponed. Campaign has had huge response, Marionville 
case unique in that no options were presented in the consultation apart 
from closure. 

 

3.  Police Report - PC Deering - Fireworks Night - much improved on last year, only 6 
calls, probably helped by control zones.  Other issues/questions - E-bikes noise, 
car parking/traffic issues around St John’s PS, possible drug dealing, ASB in 
Meadowfield Avenue/Lady Nairne Loan.  
The Chair expressed the Community Council’s thanks to WPC Morrison for her 
work in the community as she moves on to a new role. 

 

4.  Treasurer’s update - Outgoings = £590.47, with £150.00 pending for hire of 
community centre for the Environment Fair. Grants incoming totaled £8191.74, 
the bulk (£7132.00) going to specific projects. Bank of Scotland has increased 
maintenance charges to £5.70 per month.  This leaves £3469.62 in hand as of 
11/11/25. 

 

5.  Planning update - CA reported 6 planning applications granted over last 7 
weeks. Application for 13 student flats on ex-Northfield Fry site approved, 
including legal agreement re. health facilities. 
Appears that work on Jock’s Lodge student flats about to start.  Only the 
footway is being closed.  Concern re traffic in surrounding area (Lilyhill 
Terrace/Scone Gardens) 

  
 Subgroup to 
monitor traffic - CA, 
GC, GM 

6.  Subgroup reports - Social Media group - no progress to report on new platforms 
as yet.  Group to focus on Instagram to start with.  Documents Storage group – 
date for training to be reorganized. 

 
JA/SN to 
reorganize date 

7.  Service agreement for Community Council (RP) – agreed a 10-working day 
response to emails that come in to reduce pressure to respond when unwell or 
on holiday.  Informal deputies to be sought to provide cover when necessary, 

 

8.  Resilience Workshop & LPP- Monday 24th November, 6.30pm @ N&W Community 
Centre. As many community council members as possible should try to attend. 
LPP - first draft (26pp) complete, due to be submitted to city council in 2026. 

 

9.  EACC report - MB attended forum meeting. 42 CCs represented.   Important to 
have a united voice.  EACC AGM on 25th November @ Augustine Church - we 
are entitled to a representative, involving attending online meetings and reading 
emails, flagging up anything of importance.  DA agreed to be Rep with GC as 
back up.  A separate meeting on Planning Democracy takes place on the same 
evening as the AGM. MB agreed to attend and report back. 

 
DA /GC 
 
MB 

10.  Public Forum & any other business - TVL - consultation on how income from this 
should be spent. Money distributed per ward on an equal basis, starting from July 
2026. £100,000 over three years for each ward, perhaps involving participatory 
budgeting - a good news story. 
Meadowbank Sounding Board - DA reported that council’s F&R committee will 
consider report re housing at Meadowbank on 18th November. If approved, 
contractors should be on site in Spring 2026. 800+ houses, mostly for rent to be 
built. 

 

11.  Date of next meeting – 13/01/26 at 7pm at Northfield Community Centre.  Any 
items for discussion should be submitted no later than Monday 29th December for 
inclusion on the agenda. 

 

 


